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getting the votes of northern members of Congress for Lecompton.
It was claimed on the floor of the Senate that this step was taken on
the advice of prominent southern leaders.20
This action of Calhoun's was but one of several efforts afoot to pro-
mote some form of compromise. Ever since the House votes in early
February, the most acute observers had thought it impossible to push
Lecompton through, and as these unsavory details of the Kansas elec-
tion came east it seemed even less desirable to do so. Might not some
new formula be found, acceptable to the Douglasites, which would
reunite the party and permit the majority to go on to other legisla-
tion?
IV
The month of March was spent in searching for a compromise for-
mula. At one time the Senate managers thought of uniting the admis-
sion of Kansas and Minnesota in one bill, one to be perhaps slave and
the other free. Senator Crittenden proposed to resubmit the Lecompton
document to the Kansas voters. In the House there was much jockeying
for position, made difficult for the administration by the unstable habits
of a score or so of their bibulous adherents who at crucial roll calls might
hardly be made to hiccough "Aye'1 or "No" as the case demanded. The
anti-Lecompton coalition retained its strength. When the Senate finally
passed a bill, March 23, it was the original measure admitting Kansas
under the Lecompton Constitution with specific guarantees of the
right of immediate amendment.21 The compromise plan to admit Min-
nesota and Kansas together, one free and the other slave, had been
dropped. The Crittenden plan had been defeated. The only change
in the Lecompton scheme was the elimination of the exorbitant land
grant.
This measure came to a hostile House where the chief danger was
that the anti-Lecompton Democrats* might join with the Republicans
and some Americans to accept the Crittenden plan. Congressman
Montgomery from Pennsylvania, of the anti-Lecompton bloc, seemed
willing to lead such a move in the House. The administration therefore
doubled its efforts to reduce the anti-Lecompton bloc. The President